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Abstract 

The history of literature is at the same time the history of its prohibition. The study aims to 

examine one particular chapter in this history, namely literary censorship in Prussia and 

Luxembourg from 1815 to 1866? the period when these two states belonged to the German 

Confederation. While the German Confederation provided a general framework for censorship, 

each member state translated it into practice in a different manner. On the institutional level 

the study will focus on central censorship authorities both in Prussia and Luxembourg: How 

were they composed? How did the decision-making process work? How were their decisions 

put into effect? As a second step, the study will look at the relations between central, regional 

and local censoring authorities: How was their communication structured? Were there any 

conflicts? If so, how were they solved? Finally, actual cases of censored literary works will be 

examined: Who and what was censored? Why? What arguments were used to justify 

censorship? What were the strategies of authors and editors to cope with censorship? How 

was protest voiced? The essence of this comparative study lies on the one hand in highlighting 

major differences between the two states: In Prussia censorship was more rigorous than it was 

foreseen in Carlsbad decrees, whereas Luxembourg, which at the same time belonged to the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands, witnessed the introduction of strict censorship laws only in 1832. 

On the other hand, these states also share common history, as evidenced by the deployment 

of Prussian troops in the capital of Luxembourg as well as by the accession of Luxembourg to 

the Prussia-dominated Zollverein in 1842. By taking this comparative perspective, the study 

will make an important contribution to European research into censorship, while at the same 

time paving the way for a general theory of censorship. 


